
From the Presidents’ Desk 

Dear Guild Members, 
 

This letter finds us transitioning into the start of the Guild Year. 
The Board of Directors has been hard at working planning a     
wonderful year with lots of activities. 
 
Our first Orchestra dinner is coming up the end of September so 
please do sign up to participate! Our new online signup is up and 
running and very easy to use! 
 
Eastside Elegance, this years Tour of Homes, is also coming up. Our 
largest and oldest fundraiser, it is well on the way to continuing its 
tradition of excellence this year. Open to the public, everyone is 
invited to attend! Please help spread the word and ask all your 
friends! More information can be found within this newsletter. 
Laura Arnold and Team have managed to push through some dicey 
moments and have wonderful homes for people to see! (Border 
Collie puppy pictures included) 
 
The first concert of the season is September 21 and 22 featuring 
pianist Do-Hyun Kim who will treat us to selections by Tchaikovsky. 
In honor of this concert, a fun little history of Tchaikovsky’s life is 
included in this newsletter. Season tickets are on sale now and the 
box office opens Tuesday September 3rd for individual tickets. 
 
Enjoy the rest of summer! 
 
 
 
 
Alexandra Harrison 
 
 
       
  
 
 

 
 

Guild Notes 
Welcome Newest Members 

 

Beverly & Michael Mills 
Marianne Moorer & David Roberts 

 
We are delighted to welcome you and look forward to 

your participation in Guild events. 

Membership Meeting Reminder 
(all members welcome) 

 

September 30, 2019 
Pelham Road Library 
1508 Pelham Road 

Greenville, SC  29615 
11:00am 

Concert Preview 
 

Friday, September 20 at 10:00 am 
 

At the Home of Gene Griz 
4 Dempsey Glen Lane, Simpsonville, SC  29681  

 

RSVP to Guild Office by September 17 
370-0965 or guildGSO@bellsouth.net 

 

A reminder email will be sent at a later date. 

Presidents’ Member Reception 
September 10, 2019 

 

At the beautiful home of Dr. and Mrs. Larry Gluck 
52 Club Forest Lane, Greenville, SC  29605 

10:00 am – 12:00 pm 
RSVP to the Guild Office by September 4 

 

15TH ANNUAL SOVA ROUNDTABLE 
PURSUE YOUR DREAMS  

AT THE  MILLER THEATRE IN AUGUSTA, GA 
MONDAY & TUESDAY, OCTOBER 8-9, 2019  

 

*Early arrivals events on Sunday, October 6th 
Go to www.sovaonline.org/roundtable for 

more information 



Excerpt from David Barber’s Bach, Beethoven and the Boys: 
 

Tchaikovsky 
 
 Tchaikovsky was one of those weepy, emotional types. There was nothing he liked better than a good cry. If he 
couldn’t cry, he would settle for a long whimper. It made him feel better. 
 

 Peter Ilyich was always a sensitive little boy. The slightest word of reproach from his nanny would send him scurrying off to the corner 
for a long sulk. (Her name was Fanny.) She called him “a porcelain child”. (She probably called him other things, too, even less complimentary. 
They have not been recorded.) As he grew older, Tchaikovsky developed this into an art: he became a master pouter. His music is pretty weepy, 
too. 
 

 He began taking piano lessons at age seven after becoming fascinated with a small music box that played excerpts from Mozart’s Don 
Giovanni. It was the beginning of his lifelong admiration for Mozart’s music. (Mozart sounds better on a music box than most other composers.) 
 

 Tchaikovsky studied law and for a while was employed as a legal clerk for the government. There, he perfected the art of looking busy 
while doing very little. He didn’t;t begin to study music seriously until he was 21. He was a late bloomer, but he made up for it. He once con-
fessed that before he began at the St. Petersburg Conservatory under Anton Rubinstein, he didn’t even know how many symphonies Beethoven 
had composed. (It was nine, remember?) 
 

 His first commissioned piece as a composer was written for the Russian Prince and his Danish bride, a little overture on the Danish na-
tional anthem. They gave him a pair of jeweled cuff links, which he promptly sold to a fellow student. (It was one of his brighter financial moves. 
Normally he just squandered his money.) 
 

 Although he gained fame as a composer, Tchaikovsky never had what it takes to be a good conductor, even of his own music. He was 
always very nervous and had a morbid fear that his head might fall off in the middle of the piece. So he propped it up with his left hand and con-
ducted only with his right. (This does no good. How could he turn the pages?) 
 

 From 1972-76 he was a music critic for the Moscow Gazette, but we shouldn’t;t hold that against him. He formed definite opinions 
about the work of other composers: he thought Wagner was boring, Bach only so-so and Handel fourth-rate. He also had some reservations 
about Beethoven. He liked Brahms as a person but hated his music. (“Is Brahms deep?” He asks. Compared to what?) 
 

 Tchaikovsky’s love life was, to put it bluntly, confused. As a young man he thought he was in love with an operatic soprano named De-
siree Artot, but he was wrong there. He even went so far as to marry a young women named Antonina Miliukova. (“I shall make a serious effort 
to become legally married to somebody,” he wrote to his brother Modest. It hardly sounds romantic.) He shouldn’t have bothered. (It went 
against his nature.) The marriage was a disaster from start to finish and lasted all of nine weeks. (that’s scarcely enough time to unwrap the 
wedding presents) 
 

 In a fit of depression, Tchaikovsky attempted suicide. He immersed himself in the River Neva, hopingto catch pneumonia. Wouldn’t 
you know it, all he got was a terrible cold. After he left Antonina, she had a string of lovers and at least one child. When they met years later, 
they actually has a pleasant chat. She died in a mental asylum. 
 

 That same year, 1877, was a good one in another respect, though. Tchaikovsky got a fan letter from a woman named Nadedja von 
Merck, a 46 year old widow with 11 children and more money than she knew what to so with. 
 

 She thought it would be rather fun to have a composer she could call her own. She agreed to sent Tchaikovsky a regular allowance so 
that he could be free to spend his time composing. Her only rather eccentric stipulation was that they should never meet. They wrote letters 
back and forth all the time for 14 years but never met each other. (Actually, they did accidentally bump into each other once, on the road. But 
each of them hurried away, too embarrassed to say anything. So that doesn’t count.) (As a young man, Claude Debussy taught piano to von 
Merck’s daughter. He even asked to marry her, but mama said he wasn’t good enough for her.) 
 

 Tchaikovsky was a prolific composer who is best remembered now for his later symphonies and his ballet music (Swan Lake, Sleeping 
Beauty, and The Nutcracker.) (You thought I was going to forget the 1812 Overture, didn’t you? It;s the one with the cannons.) He wrote cham-
ber music and other orchestral pieces, including the famous B-flat-minor piano concerto. (Which Rubenstein declared “unplayable” when he 
first saw it. He changed his mind when it became popular. Rubenstein wasn’t one to miss a bandwagon when he saw one.) He considered his 
Symphony No. 6 Pathetique to be his best work. 
 

 Only two of his eight operas ever really caught on, Eugene Onegin, and The Queen of Spades. Vakula the Smith was never a big hot, 
even after he changed the title to The Shoes. (Nor when he changed it again to The Caprices of Oxana.) Changing the title just wasn;t going to be 
enough. His first opera, The Opritchnik, is all about the secret police of Ivan the Terrible. It’s not performed much anymore. Secret police were a 
touchy subject in Soviet Russia, and even nowadays it’s iffy. (He had abandoned work on an earlier opera, Mandragora. The libretto was just too 
silly. 
 

 In recent years, it has become fashionable to spell Tchaikovsky’s name Chaikovsky, or even Chaikovski. This is nothing more than a 
make-work project for librarians. I for once will have nothing to do with it. 
 

 Tchaikovsky died in 1893, a famous and successful man. No less an authority than the latest edition of Grove’s dictionary says that he 
took poison rather than face the scandal of admitting to an affair with the young nephew of a prominent nobleman. Grove’s says that the story 
that he died of cholera from drinking unboiled water is pure hogwash. I’m not going to argue with experts. 

A Fun Little History of Tchaikovsky’s Life  
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Cogdill Home Clay Home Alexander Home Smith Home Spilker Home 



 
 
 

 
 
 

Keep in your thoughts and prayers: 
 

Get well wishes to Diana Ferrazza, Walter 

Gerus & Marty Wertheim. 

 

Condolences to the family and friends of past Guild 

President, Vauda Allmon & Guild supporter, Bill Taber. 

 

Condolences also to Braxton (Bo) Ballew, GSO       

Education Director, and his wife, Sarah on the loss of 

Sarah’s father. 
 

Please call or email Ginny Johnson 

(gsj201@bellsouth.net) Countess of Courtesy about 

health issues or condolences for any Guild member 

and their family. 



GUILD CALENDAR 

225 S. Pleasantburg Dr. B11-1 
Greenville, SC  29607 

864-370-0965 
guildGSO@bellsouth.net 

Office Hours 9-1 Mon—Thur 

Sept 10   Presidents’ Membership Reception 
  At the home of Dr. & Mrs. Larry Gluck 
  52 Club Forest Lane 
  Greenville, SC  29605 
  10:00 am – 12:00 pm 
 
Sept 14  Lollipops I 
  Martina the Beautiful Cockroach 
       featuring Daniel Kirkpatrick, Percussion 
  Hendricks Library, Simpsonville, 10:00 am
  Hughes Library, Heritage Green, 11:30 am 
 
Sept 20        Concert Preview, 10:00 am 
  The Home of Gene Griz 
  4 Dempsey Glen Ln, Simpsonville, SC  29681
     
Sept 20        Dinner for Masterworks Orchestra 
 
Sept 21-22  Masterworks I 
  “Tcheers” for Tchaikovsky! 
  Peace Center 
  Saturday 8:00 pm, Sunday 3:00 pm 
 
Sept 30  Membership Meeting, 11:00am 
  Pelham Road Library 
  1508 Pelham Road, Greenville, SC  29615 
   
Oct 1      Symphony Tour of Homes Patron Party 
                              Home of Steve & Susan Bichel   
  6 Riva Ridge Way, Greenville, SC 29615 
  7:00 pm - 9:00 pm 

Oct 3  Dinner for Chamber Orchestra 
 
Octr 4-6  Symphony Tour of Homes 
  Eastside Elegance – Claremont/Huntington Areas 
  Friday and Saturday 10:00 am - 4:00 pm 
  Sunday 1:00 pm - 4:00 pm 
 
Oct 4-6  Chamber Orchestra I 
  Beethoven, Bach & Beer 
   Gunter Theatre 
  Friday and Saturday 8:00 pm, Sunday 3:00 pm 
 
Oct 8-9  SOVA Roundtable, Augusta, GA 
 
Oct 24  Pops Series, 7:30 pm 
  John Williams’ Greatest Hits 
  Peace Center 
Oct 26  Spotlight I 
  Women of Music 
  Fellowship Hall of First Baptist Greenville 
  2:00 pm and 7:00 pm 
 
Oct 28  Membership Meeting, 11:00am 
  Guest speaker-  Rachel Jeffreys, retired National  
        Public Radio music host 
  Pelham Road Library 
  1508 Pelham Road, Greenville, SC  29615 
    
Nov 1  Concert Preview, 10:00 am 
  Home of Kristine Ballew 
  505 Thornblade Blvd, Greer SC 29650  

Happy birthday guild members! 

The Guild would like to wish a very Happy Birthday to our 
members with August/September Birthdays! 

August 
3 Walter Gerus 
5 Dee Dyenson 
7 Ken Kwochka 
8 Janice Dickenson 
9 Pat Ferro 
11 Nancy Foster 
12 Barbra Hyde White 
16 Shirley Keller 
17 Tish Lasley 
18 Sandy Sanford 
21 Shirley Littlefield 

September 
1 Carolyn Beckie 
17 Julie Garrett 
17 Virginia Simmons 
19 Donna Comstock 
20 Ron Ferrell 
20 Dick McDonald 
22 Gene Griz 
23 Beth Lee 
23 Pat McDonald 
24 Ruth White 
26 Edward O’Keefe 


